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Plant the Seed
J.D Cant | OVATA President
This summer thanks to some great professional development opportunities put forth by OVATA, OSU,
and the Mid-Willamette ESD there seemed to be a
smorgasbord of continual learning opportunities
available for agriculture science teachers.
At the Oregon Delta conference, I was exposed to an author by the name of Jon
Gordon who authored two books that I read. One was
The Energy Bus. The other one was The Seed. Upon
reading this book, I really thought it resonated very well with what agriculture
teachers’ encounter in their lives.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

The book is a story about Josh, a burnt out talented man who seems to be in a
mindless repeat of existence. He visits a farm maze with some friends and has
an encounter that changes his life forever. At the maze he is given a seed by a
farmer who told him to plant his seed where he is meant to be. Josh proceeds
on a two week journey through his life, trying to find purpose and passion, so he can “The seasons teach us that there is
plant his seed like the farmer said. I won’t a time and a purpose for everything.
reveal all the good details, but it was quite There is a time to prepare, a time
a journey, and in each story I saw myself, to plant, a time to grow, and a time
to harvest.”
and other agriculture teachers at varying
points in their our personal and profes- Jon Gordon’s The Seed
sional lives.
As you enter this new year, consider the
message found in The Seed. You are where you are for a reason, a purpose. Try
and find those reasons that led you to become the teacher you are, and share
them. It can be working with the staff in your building, your school, or even
greater within the network of agriculture teachers state and nationwide. I know
that my purpose and reason for planting my seed in Eastern Oregon
is because of the other amazing agriculture teachers I get to work
with regularly. (Continued on Page 11)
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DELTA Conference
“It’s About You Now, So it Can be About Them Always”
This past summer, Silverton High School, in partnership
with MWEC hosted the second annual DELTA Conference.
Teachers from across the state learned new tools to help
them become more engaging, interactive and effective
teachers. While CASE helps give us the “What” to teach
DELTA helps break down the “How” and “Why” of teaching.
Past National Officer and Co-Author of Strategies of Great
Teaching, Seth Derner, along with his team of lead teachers
help push us to be more aware of how effective our directions and overall classroom presence can be.
I first attended DELTA last year and was amazed how ineffective different words can make the simplest of directions.
Also, like most, I found myself falling into activity ruts; DEL-

TA gave me new ideas and different ways to be creative
with my instruction and activities! This year, I attended DEL-

Karie Hoffman, Gervais HS, shares her Manifesto with
AST Instructors participating in Delta Conference at
Silverton HS on July 22-26.
Old Dogs can learn a few new tricks! Yes
the question was asked, why did I attend
the Delta Conference, with only one year
left to teach. I would say that I was inspired by some younger teachers and Joe
Shepard! Teaching agriculture today is definitely more challenging, as we try to meet
state standards and keep up with the latest
technology. Delta was a chance to think

TA II and was able to build on previous concepts and also
had the opportunity to read “The Energy Bus” by Jon Gordon. This book really empowered my way of thinking, especially when it comes to everyone who may be considered
“downers” or “vampires” in your life… To understand that, I
challenge you to read it! I also challenge you to plan ahead
and put the DELTA conference in your budget for next year!

- Karie Hoffman, Gervais HS

about yourself and improve how effective
you can be in the classroom. Delta, or other
conferences help revitalize your teaching
and feeling of self worth. It was a great
week, working with other teachers and
tweaking lessons! If you get a chance, I
would highly encourage attending the Delta
Conference.

- Roy Whitman, Willamina HS

AST Instructors took a break from DELTA and toured a
Marionberry farm in Gervais, Oregon.
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CASE Institutes Make Big Impact

Chelcee Mansfield, Union HS, and Rick Martin, Jefferson
HS, work together on a dissection lab at the CASE Animal
Science Institute at Mountain View HS in Bend, Oregon.
I attended my first CASE Institute and now cannot
wait for my next opportunity to learn more CASE! I
went to the AFNR training at OSU and had a fantastic
time getting to know many Oregon Ag teachers as
well as meeting several from as far as Florida and
Louisiana. I felt proud to be able to teach veteran
teachers something new about agriculture; as a first
year teacher that obviously doesn’t happen very often. I was able to share my first CASE experience at
my alma mater, with my cohort, many of my fellow
district teachers, and my new teaching partner.
Just a few short days later, I had the privilege of attending the Oregon Delta Conference at Silverton
High School. Delta is something that can change
even the youngest, most green teacher. I have reminders of Delta all over my classroom and have
been working on my techniques every day. I may not
be the instructor that I want to be, but each day I am
better than yesterday. Watching all the teachers pour
their hearts out for an entire week just to ensure they
are better for their students—I will never forget the
change I witnessed. The meals, the scenery, the adventure, the laughs, all made this week unforgettable, and anyone considering attending next year
should definitely go.

- Alyssa Davies, Hermiston HS

This summer I attended the Animal Science CASE institute in Bend, Oregon. The two week course was an intense learning opportunity both in the classroom and laboratory. The reason I choose to attended the two week
course (I originally thought it was only one week) was to
be able to offer college credit to my high school students.
I graduated from Oregon State University with a minor in
Animal Sciences and left OSU with no formal teaching curriculum in animal science. I now have the curriculum I feel
comfortable teaching in order to offer the college credit to
my students.
While I will have to pick and choose some laboratory experiments I can implement due to funding, storage and
time, I look forward to teaching the biosecurity lab and
basic microscope labs. The CASE institute has really

brought to my attention the scientific importance of animal science. I will be working on obtaining Perkins funding to supply the high school with the supplies needed to
teach this curriculum.
Ag teachers young and old should attend at least one
CASE Institute. If you can work the course into your busy
summer schedule it is well worth the experience as a
teaching professional.
The extra or bonus is meeting Ag teachers across the United States. We (all Ag Teachers) have the same passion
towards agriculture, and the student leadership of FFA. I
had a lot of fun getting to know Ag teachers from the
West, Midwest and Eastern US. I have received a few texts
from the Animal Science group sharing their back to
school moments and I hope to meet up with the group
back at National FFA. I would like to thank OSU and Traci
Dulany, Mountain View High School, for the great experience of the CASE training and Central Oregon hospitality.

- Rick Martin, Jefferson HS
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Raising the Bar in Leadership
Marty Campbell, Oregon FFA Leadership Director
I have learned throughout my ten years in the
classroom that teaching school is a similar occupation to herding cats. Teaching Agriscience
and advising an FFA chapter is more akin to
herding bobcats. As I’m finding in my new position as Leadership Director for the Oregon FFA,
advising the Oregon FFA’s six State Officers is
like having the six tamest bobcats on dental
floss leashes.
All kidding aside, as I settle into my new position, I realize that the challenges in developing a
statewide leadership program are myriad. Perhaps the greatest challenge is showing the six
State Officers that there is always a higher bar. I
was so excited when I first met them about how
awesome of a group they are. Each of them has
strengths that are truly unique, and they do a lot
of things in an amazing fashion. Their presentations to prospective partners of the FFA are impressive. Their interaction with one another and
other members, stakeholders, and others is tremendous. My job, however, is to show them
that they can always do it better.
I think that tends to be every teacher’s job, but
especially ag teachers. Personally, I was always
certain that I had the best kids in the school in
my classes. Of course, I was always a little biased, but in a lot of ways, I believe that was true.
The hours we put into those kids as FFA Advisors
is truly a testimony to our belief in those kids.
However, those hours are also proof that we believe they can always be better. The bar can always go higher.

In our quest to develop a
statewide leadership program, it’s necessary that
we do the same thing. It’s
necessary that we continually raise the bar. We
all love what we do in our leadership camps. We
are all certain that our Greenhand Conference is
the absolute best on the planet. However, I believe it’s pretty critical to Oregon FFA’s continued success that we continue raising the bar,
seeking out new ways to make the wheel turn,
and building a comprehensive program that lifts
our expectations statewide.
One thing I have always hated about raising the
bar is that I can’t rest on my laurels when I do
that. When we demand more from our students,
it automatically causes us to demand more from
ourselves. Whether that’s letting some things
go that we hold dear or grabbing new and scary
ideas and running with them, it’s important that
we are not afraid to step outside of our little
box.
Therefore, when I present an idea that makes
you nervous, that creates a worrisome feeling
about impending change, shake it off. We’re
raising the bar, and it’s going to be scary. I
know ag teachers, and I know FFA members.
And if there’s one thing I do know, it’s that we
can roll with every punch as long as we realize
it’s taking us to greater heights. Let’s keep that
up, and let’s raise the leadership bar in a big
way.
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Summer Conference 2013
Joseph, Oregon—OVATA Summer Conference was
held in Joseph on June 19-22 and was hosted by
Joseph Charter School. The conference included
various speakers, excellent workshops, and an afternoon of Sage Rat Shooting.
Ben Meyer, from National FFA, shared information
on Inspire Ag Careers, a feature of National FFA’s
Ag Career Network (AgCN). He also discussed National FFA Convention details including shuttle
transportation, CDE locations, and the hotel block. CEV Multimedia representative demonstrated how
iCEV can be utilized in AST programs. Local rancher, Todd Nash, gave an eye-opening presentation on
the issue of wolves in Wallowa County.
Several tours were organized for AST Instructors including the Steins Distillery, Nez Perce Fisher, Alaska
Bush Wheel, and JZ Lumber. A variety of excellent workshops were offered and left a lasting impression
on everyone. Workshops included AET in the Classroom, Ultrasound 101, Horticulture Services, Perkins
101, and a Veterinary Workshop Series, to name a few.
When asked about what he was most excited to implement in his program Daniel Bolen of Colton HS
replied with “My brain has been churning all summer on all the different things to do. I am definitely
looking forward to utilizing AET more in my classes, but I have to say that I really took Dr. Lambert &
JD Cant's workshop on Classroom Environment to heart and have been spending a lot of time completely changing my classroom environment. I completely stripped the walls, and am starting fresh.”
Thank you to Dave Yost, Eric Johnson, and Stephanie Schofield for coordinating and hosting Summer
Conference! We hope everyone will join us in Ontario
for Summer Conference 2014!

2013 OVATA Award Winners
Program of the Year—Dayton HS
Outstanding Teacher—Kristin Koshman, Crater HS
Young Member—Bibiana Gifft, Crane HS
Ideas Unlimited—Jared Collins
Whitman Award—Wes Crawford, Sutherlin HS

Chelcee Mansfield, Union HS, and Beth Dickenson, Heppner HS, demonstrate veterinary procedures via direction from Dr. Faries in the Vet Science Workshop.
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Summer Changes, New Programs
Did You
Know???
National FFA’s Ag
Career Network
(ACN) and The Ag
Education Tracker
(AET) have
partnered for the
SAE Grant
Application?

The summers of an Agriculture Teacher are unlike teachers of other subject
areas. Our summers are filled with SAE visits, livestock shows, county/state fairs,
national CDE preparations, and professional development conferences. During
this time many of our peers also made career moves. We also welcome the first
year teachers into our profession!
Amity - John Stables
Baker - Seth Bingham
Central - Brenda Phearson
Central Linn - Scott Fitterer
Dallas - Amanda Pombo
Dayville - Courtney Skeen
Echo - Brooke Vanderveen
Glide - Christina Lorenz
Hermiston - Alyssa Davies (Warden)
Hermiston - Lucas Hansell
Hillsboro - Kori Dundas

Jordan Valley - Chelsie Fugate
Joseph - Eric Johnson
Mitchell - Jason Miller
North Powder - Michelle Phillips
Prospect - Rocky VanWormer
Rainier - Julie Crape
Rogue River - Sam Herringshaw
Roseburg - Megan Dilson
Santiam Christian - Tom Flower
Silverton - Sarah McArthur
Union - Chelcee Mansfield (Noland)

Agricultural Education in Oregon is growing! We would also like to
welcome the new programs of study and thank Dr. Reynold Gardner and Lee
Letsch for their efforts on this!
Susan Wiencke - Madison High School
Misty Scevola - Alliance High School
Tristan Holechek - Clatskanie High School
Tammy Gidcumb - Camas Valley Charter School
Helen Haberman & Sarah Ruggiero - Churchill High School
Jessica Wilson - Burnt River Charter School

$1,000 SAE Grants Available Through AgCN & AET
Do you use AgCN and AET in your program? Here’s one more feature to get your students excited
about using them! Students can access the SAE Grant Application through their AgCN account and
will be taken to the AET add on to fill out the application.
Want to review your student’s application? You can! Advisors have access to review and approve
applications through their AgCN.
Grants are $1,000 each and open to 7th – 11th grade FFA members in a wide variety of SAE areas.
For more information visit:
https://www.ffa.org/programs/grantsandscholarships/SAEGrants/Pages/default.aspx .
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Oregon FFA Update
Lee Letsch, Oregon FFA Executive Secretary
The Oregon FFA Association is continuing its growth into new and unchartered waters as we continue to
grow in size of membership, staff, chapters and stakeholders. For the past two years the Oregon FFA has existed independently of state funding and has been governed by our association board of directors. With the
continued funding support of the Oregon FFA Foundation we have been able to continually grow as an
association.
This spring we were able to begin a search for our new Leadership Director
position and had the opportunity to hire Mr. Marty Campbell as the new Ore“With the continued
gon FFA Leadership Director in July. He is currently working with the state
officers in preparation for leadership tour and the finalization of leadership funding support of the
camps. He has also begun preparing to develop a district officer training
conference and statewide Greenhand conferences. We are excited about the Oregon FFA Foundation
opportunities that having Marty on our staff creates.

we have been able to

Emily Kraxberger, who has been with us this past year as our Membership continually grow as an
and Alumni Intern will be staying with us this year as well and we have also
just hired Jon Calhoun as the partnership intern. The Partnership intern will
association”
work very closely with Kevin in completing tasks for the foundation as well as
the association. Oregon has 57 students who will be receiving their American Degrees at National Convention, two proficiency finalists, and 25 career development teams
participating at the national level.
Dr. Reynold Gardner, State Advisor and I are currently working with seven high school programs that have an
approved program of study and are interested in the addition of an FFA chapter in their program (these are:
Rainier, Burnt River, Churchill (in Eugene), Camas Valley, Madison and Alliance (in the Portland Public
Schools), and Eastern Oregon University), we also have interest from about 4 or 5 other schools, and will
begin talks with them about new chapters for next school year.
Again, we are excited about the direction our association is continuing to push towards and are available to
assist with and/or answer any questions you may have.

Don’t Forget...
1. Advance any 2009-2013 graduated seniors to FFA Alumni Affiliate
Member status through FFALink. Instructions are at: https://
www.ffa.org/documents/alum_agcn_advancingstudentstoalum.pdf . Teachers that
want a quick way for graduated students to sign up for FFALink can direct their students to: https://www.ffa.org/alumni/ffalink/Pages/default.aspx. This bypasses AgCN and allows
the student to sign themselves up.
2. Make sure that your AgCN profile information is up-to-date
3. Explore Inspire Ag Careers.
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Fall Conference
Registration is
NOW OPEN:
online at http://
www.ovata.org
—an invoice
will
automatically
be sent to you
and your
business office
(optional).

Did You Know???
The OVATA
Listserv is one
place you want
your email to be.
A moderated
group, only
pertinent
information
makes its way to
your inbox. Be in
the loop for
conferences,
important notices,
and more.
Where Do I Sign
Up?
Head to
www.ovata.org
and click the link

Fall Conference 2013
Registration Open Now!

Make plans now—we expect to see you at Fall
Conference! This year includes is sure to be an
excellent conference with many great
workshops!
October 10-11, 2013
Location:
Chemeketa Community College—Salem, OR
Hotel:
Best Western
4646 Portland Rd NE, Salem, OR 97305
800-832-8905—Rooms available now.
Tentative Session Topics:
Agriscience Inquiry, Partnerships, Technology
Tips, Ag Communications CDE, Landscape
Design, and more!
Join us on Thursday at 6:00pm for dinner hosted by
the Capital FFA District –details coming soon!
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“We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, in which
hardly anyone knows anything about science and technology.”
- Carl Sagan

The Agricultural Marketing Resource Center is a website
focused on agri-marketing, complete with curriculum on
value-added agriculture. Students can also research various
agriculture commodities and make connections with
commodities and their market value. Visit http://
www.agmrc.org to view all the resources available!

Puppy in the Window!
Meet someone new in the OVATA community

Christina Lorenz always knew she wanted
to be a teacher, she liked the idea of
working with people and making a
difference in their lives. At first she wanted
to be an English teacher until she qualified
for the National FFA Dairy Evaluation CDE.
“The National FFA Convention literally
changed my life, it opened my eyes to all
of the opportunities in agriculture and
after that I knew I wanted to be a part of
this world. I want to educate others about
agriculture and help them find their own
passion within this industry,” states
Lorenz.
Christina starts her first year teaching at
Glide High School and was drawn to the
position because she knew she would be
able to teach the subjects that she is most
eager to share her experience in.
“I wasn't raised on a farm, however I
always had a love for animals. I started out
showing horses and competing in barrel
races and cattle sorting events. Through
this, I met people who encouraged me to
raise market hogs and show dairy cattle.
My strength is animal sciences.“

Christina
has
high
aspirations for her program
and for herself. “My goal for
my program this year is to
build membership by at least
50% and have at least two
students
recognized
on
stage at state convention.”
“A goal for myself in this
profession is to never stop
learning and growing. I also
plan on becoming involved
Christina Lorenz, AST teacher at Glide HS
in OVATA and NAAE,
someday I hope to hold a position of
leadership in one or both of these
associations.”
“Even when it
The most valuable thing Christina
learned from her student teaching
experience was to always be willing to
adapt and grow as a teacher. Building a
strong agriculture program is a process
and small accomplishments should be
celebrated while working towards
bigger goals.
Great advice Christina. Good luck and
welcome to the profession!

doesn't feel like
it you are
making a
difference in
your student's
lives.”
-Christina Lorenz,
Glide HS
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Words of Farewell
Dennis Clark, 30 years AST Instructor at Union HS
After four years at Fort Jones High School in Northern California
and thirty years at Union High School I have retired from ag
teaching. I am leaving with mixed emotions and some apprehension. I will not miss grading papers, no child left behind, budget
cuts, or the department of education. I will miss everything

that has to do with my students, FFA, and my ag teaching
colleagues.

Retirees Dennis Clark, Union HS, and Dave
Yost, Joseph HS, pose for a picture together
after the 2013 OVATA Awards Banquet.

Ag teaching was an excellent career choice and I feel blessed to
have had the opportunities and adventures that it held for me.
Union was a great place to teach. Union supported our FFA program and allowed me to design a program that fit my style and
what the community wanted. I am glad my children and my students had a chance to experience all the opportunities and programs that FFA had to offer. I am proud of my kids’ accomplishments and I am grateful for the well-rounded education they
received in Union and what they experienced in Oregon FFA. As
a single parent dad FFA actually helped me to raise my kids. As

an Ag teacher I had the opportunity to grow as an individual
and make an impact on many student’s lives. I will always cherish my memories as an ag
“ So

long as we

love we serve; so
long as we are
loved by others, I
would say that
we are
indispensable;
and no man is
useless while he
has a friend.”
― Robert Louis
Stevenson,

teacher, FFA advisor, and my time on the Oregon State Exec. I got the unique chance to see
many kids across the state come in as district presidents then move on to state office and
then subsequently turn into successful productive citizens. We as an organization were
proud that we could be a part of helping them develop.
As of June of 2011 things in my life changed. In September of 2012 I married the woman of
my dreams Karen Clark. She is a music teacher in Yreka, California. In Yreka I am constantly
being told how lucky I am to have her as my wife. Being 484 miles and eight hours and
twenty two minutes apart is not how I wanted to spend the rest of my life or even one more
year. I thought I would end up teaching until I died because teaching was my life, but like I
said things changed and so did my priorities. I will miss being with the students and being
a part of their interactions and activities. I already miss my fellow ag teachers in the Eastern
Oregon FFA District and other ag teachers across the State and Country. As crazy as it
sounds they were my best friends on the job and off. We treated each other as family. We
would help each other's students and cheer on other ag teacher's kids and students when
we saw them at FFA activities or at our schools for sport events and even when we saw
them on the street. This is going to be one of the biggest changes in my life. Who knows I
may even have to grow up after spending the last 34 years in high school, but I am excited
about my future with Karen.

I would like to express my thanks to my fellow ag teachers and Oregon FFA for their
continued support over the years and I will miss your kindness, love, support, friendship, and dedication to our students and profession. I wish the best for our FFA Association and students and if I can be of service in any way, in the future feel free to contact me.
See the entire article at http://www.ovata.org!
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Plant the Seed (Continued from page 1)
The book also talks about how each seed needs
to be tended, grown, and then harvested. We as
a profession need to look towards others when
things get hard and our days are difficult. If we
exist exclusively in our own worlds we lose great
people, something we must work to reduce.
From making a difference in our classrooms, our
FFA chapters, our communities, counties, districts, regions, and state we all are in this together. Along the way, I have met some of the most
amazing people in the world. They usually have
the title of AST or FFA advisor below their names
stitched on their “work shirts.” I am not sure if
you are like me, but I am hard pressed to find a
polo or shirt that isn’t orange and black with
OSU, or Imbler HS stitching; or blue and gold
with a FFA emblem or Mr. Cant on the chest. It’s
true we live and breathe this profession. This can
add weight and stress, but I see it as a noble
cause which I find drives my purpose in life.
This year, take the time to discover, or rediscover, your purpose for what it is we do. Embrace all

the finer details. It isn’t pretty some times, but I
truly believe that is what makes it so much fun.
And this pup wouldn’t continue to do this work
with any other group of teachers than those who
carry the banner of an Oregon Ag teacher.
Josh discovered in the book to make it his mission to “stand out at work.” He came to see “It
wasn’t enough just to show up to work. With
passion and purpose to serve, he would stand
out at work.” He also learned that discovering
his purpose, and living with purpose isn’t a onetime event. It is the event. This year with all the
amazing strides Oregon Ag teachers are making
across the state and nation, let’s take a moment
to make sure we are guided with
purpose for: every student, every
class, every day. In doing so we will
stand out, take notice, and plant
our seeds. Without first planting
the seed ourselves, we can’t grow,
and our harvest will not occur. Plant
the seed.

Idea Toolbox
Five Curriculum Resources Posted Right Now at NAAE’s Communities of Practice
(click to see):

1—AET Grading Rubric—rubric to help grading student’s AET record books
2—National Convention Want Ads—need convention rodeo/concert tickets? Have some to sell?
Check the google docs page for tickets!
3—Make Learning About FFA Fun—discussion board where AST Instructors share ideas on how
they engage students while teaching them about the FFA organization
4—Ag Decision Maker—resources for ag business/farm business
5—Animal Behavior, Handling and Safety —website for handling, facility design, and general
livestock safety
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A Day in the Life of an Ag Teacher:

“Come on, Seven!”
By Wes Crawford

2013-2014 OVATA Leadership
President
J.D. Cant, Imbler High School
P.O. Box 164
Imbler, OR 97841
541.534.5331
jdcant@imbler.k12.or.us

Well, I'm not sure where that summer went to. But for those of us in our part of
the woods, school starts tomorrow. And that's why I'm writing this instead of
cleaning my classroom.
I'm well aware some of you started your new school year a month ago, and for
that you have my condolences. Us traditionalists out here in the Pacific Northwest are fortunate that we get to experience the full six-weeks of back to school
shopping ads that became moot to you in August. But we tend to not have as
long of breaks throughout the year and get out a bit later. So fair's fair.

President-Elect
Wes Crawford, Sutherlin High School
500 E Fourth Ave
Sutherlin, OR 97479
541.459.9551
wes.crawford@sutherlin.k12.or.us
Past President
Sam Herringshaw, Rogue River High School
1898 East Evans Creek Rd
Rogue River, OR 97537
541.582.3297
sam.herringshaw@rogueriver.k12.or.us
Secretary/Treasurer
Nichole Scholz, Madras High School
390 SE 10th St
Madras, OR 97741
541.475.4265
nichole.scholz@madras.k12.or.us
Newsletter Editor
Bibiana Gifft, Crane Union High School
P.O. Box 828
Crane, OR 97732
541.493.2641
gifftb@harneyesd.k12.or.us

http://www.ovata.org

But this is my lucky number seven when it comes to teaching. Seeing it in writing makes it no easier to believe, but clearly time flies when you are having
fun. In fact, further reflection realizes that of my last six years, I have been able
to blog here on Communities of Practice for half of it. Half of my teaching career. I don't know if that makes me well-established to some of you or woefully
young.
The good news is, I've blogged about the better half. Your first years as a
teacher are like middle school - everyone needs to get through it, and at the
time you don't know any better, but once you get through it you realize you'd
never want to go back. Even moving jobs wouldn't be the same. There is
something magical of making it out to years four, five, etc. Trust me, probies,
it's worth making it that far. And beyond.
It's amazing what you can pack into three - or six - years. I've not been the
most prolific of story tellers, but it is most enjoyable to scroll back up the posts
and see where we've been, to realize how far we've come, recognize some terrible one-liners, and reaffirm I still have a long way to go - and I'd better pace
myself accordingly. There are times when it flies by, and times when you just
have to find ways to entertain yourself. There are days your students amaze
you, both with their hands-on ethic, or their answers on tests, and those students who have come and gone. And then there are the days that require multiple pairs of pants.
It's been a journey, both down the road with kids as well as with fellow ag
teachers, both in business and friendship. But I'm not saying anything you
don't know if you are already in this game. And to those who are coming in welcome. Work is easy when you love what you are doing. Nothing can compare to the people I've worked with and the students I've had. It's been work,
but as wise men say, it's work worth doing.
It's a trip I'd take again twice, and am just glad it isn't close to ending. Although I'm not sure I'll be so lucky to drive some of those roads again anytime
soon. But maybe I'll head that way for a bit longer next time?
Some day.

CAPTION CONTEST!
Send in your best caption for this photo and we’ll
include it in the next Old Yeller!

Last Month’s Winner
“We’ll see how many are smiling
AFTERWARDS!”

Read more of A Day in The
Life of an Ag Teacher by
Wes Crawford and other AST
Instructors here:
http://communities.naae.org/
blogs/dayinthelife/authors

