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Old Yeller  

O R E G O N  V O C A T I O N A L  A G R I C U L T U R E  T E A C H E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  

State Fair 2011 Edition 

òThere are many animals in agricultural education, but in the past twenty years, the 

fiercest animal may be the all-powerful livestock showê.Fewer and fewer parents and 

youth exhibitors are approaching the livestock show with education in mind.  Many of 

us have rolled our eyes...at the young exhibitor that takes the halter...from his/her dad 

just as they enter the ring and then immediately hand it back when they exit.  We know 

the kids that introduce themselves to their pigs for the first time ever when they jump 

off the trailer at the state fair.  I talked to one youngster this summer who thought a 

reasonable commercial feeder lamb price was $600/head.  As a teacher, it drives me 

nuts.  Entrepreneurial education is absent.  There's little responsibility.  It's a wasted op-

portunity for hands -on learning as a livestock producer. ò  - http://tcaged.blogspot.com/  

  The above excerpt comes from an agricultural educatorõs blog, and echoes several 

conversations that have been held online, at our fairs, and sometimes in our own heads.  

It is hard to ignore the individuals who fit this description.  So the question is, are fair 

projects still a valid educational experience for our students? 

  In order to answer this 

question, several insights 

were needed.  So a few min-

utes were taken to visit with 

several Oregon ag teachers 

during the State Fair and 

gather their views on the 

topic. 

  Clearly, the data shows fair 

projects are still considered 

a valuable opportunity and a 

valid educational tool in 

Oregon ag programs.  In 

fact, 85% of those surveyed 

affirmed this, with the other 15% 

reporting as neutral on the idea.  In 

the words of Toby Koehn of Cove:  òWhat better way is there to teach nutrition, diges-

tion?ó  Other teachers agreed of the reinforcement of classroom learning. 

  Other teachers pointed to the life skills gained.  òItõs a great way to teach 

responsibility,ó says Randy Newman of Baker High School.  Keith Frost of 

Finishing Fairs, Back to School 

Continued on page 2 

Students exhibiting at the 2011 Oregon State Fair 



Back to School!  Get Ideas! 

Eagle Point agrees:  òI donõt care what they do [for 

a project] - as long as they are doing something.ó 

  However, not everyone is sure it is the first option 

for an SAE out there.  While many Dallas students 

have fair projects, Tim Ray believes there may be 

better projects where greater skill and knowledge 

can be gained.  In the end, it depends on the stu-

dent and their, along with their parentsõ, approach. 

  Lance Hill of Redmond High School said fair pro-

jects werenõt just an emphasis, but a representation 

of their whole program.  Their fair has expanded to 

include a wide array of possible exhibits, to the 

point that òif you can find it in the grocery store we 

probably have a class for it.ó  This includes tradi-

tional projects to ag communications exhibits.  

  Clearly, Oregon ag teachers are firm believers in 

the value of student SAE projects exhibited at fair.  

And to quote that same blog post:?  The ending: òI 

have several students who raise their show animals 

themselves, buy the feed, and make or lose their 

what some of our colleagues are doing.  
Right now you can visit OVATA.org and 
reread what ideas Rachel, JD, and Den-
nis have for you to start the year off 
right.  All Old Yellerõs past and present 
can always be found onlineña treasure 
trove of resources, ideas, and insights. 

Hereõs to another great year. 

For some of us, fairs mark the end of 
summer vacation (or in our world, what 
vacation?) and the beginning of an-
other school year.  Indeed, many of us 
spent the first day of school or inser-
vice at State Fair. 

For those of us unsure of how to start 
the year off right, you only have to look 
back a year of Old Yellers to review 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 
óA teacher affects 

eternity: he can 

never tell where his 

influence stops.ó 
 

- Henry Adams

own money as a result.  I love it.  I have great re-

spect for those students that take enough pride in 

growing their business to not succumb to the glory 

of purchased victory in the showring.  I have the 

philosophy that if your home raised market steer 

gets beat by a $5000 calf, so be it.  Go buy yourself 

a hundred dollar trophy.  It'll be bigger than the 

one they got.ó  

Fairs and SAEτcontinued from page 1 

Many FFA members show livestock, often market pro-

jects, every spring, summer, and fall. 

Yes
85%

No
0%

Neutral

15%

Are Fair Projects Valid 
Educational Tools?

Yes

No

Neutral

Yes
84%

No
8%

Neutral
8%

Emphasized in Your 
Program?

Yes

No

Neutral

In a survey of teachers, the overwhelming major-

ity felt fair projects are still a valid educational 

tool.  

While most teachers responded in the affirmative, 

some reported fair projects were not emphasized 

or only somewhat emphasized in their program.  

http://www.ovata.org/old-yeller/doc_download/50-old-yeller-back-to-school-2010.html
http://www.ovata.org/old-yeller/doc_download/50-old-yeller-back-to-school-2010.html
http://www.ovata.org/old-yeller.html
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Name that Ag Truck!  

In a small town you donõt have to go 

in a building to know whoõs thereñ

just look at the parking lot and youõll 

be able to tell.  The same is true at 

FFA eventsñbut letõs see how you do 

in recognizing the ag vehicles in the 

State Fair parking lot!  (Answers at 

bottom.)  

#1 

#2 

#3 

Answers:  1ñGlide HS, 2ñRedmond HS, 3ñDays Creek HS, 4ñSutherlin.  No, we don't have an ag truck.  

Donõt rub it in.  

#4 

Wanted: Pictures of Your  

Ag Room/Building  

Send us a pic of the outside of your 

room/ag building for the next issue!  

Email, Facebook, or text the  

Newsletter Editor!  



 

 

 

FALL 

CONFERENCE 

October 14, 

2011 

Silverton HS  

 

 

Fall 

Registration 

will be online 

at http://

www.ovata.org

ñan invoice will 

automatically be 

sent to you and 

your business 

office (optional).  

 

 

Information 

will be emailed 

soon.  
 

Summer Conference 2011:  Hood River  
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  Workshops and resources 
ready for your classroom were 
on tap this past Summer Confer-
ence June 22-24 as nearly 70 
members from across the state 
made the trip to Hood River.  

  Many upcoming changes in the 
FFA world were on the agenda, 
including a new FFA state office 
location and funding structure 
and newly revised CDE and 
award applications.  Nina 
Crutchfield, LPS specialist, was 
on hand along with Don 
Schmidt to explain many of the 
changes. 

  Workshops included hands-on 
ways to add some inquiry to your 
teaching with a solar-power lab, 
teaching beef carcass yield grading, Ag in the Classroom materials, and shop 
managementñfor both newer teachers as well 
as established programs. 

  The week concluded with the annual awards 
banquet.  OVATA thanks Hood River Valley 
High School ag teachers for hosting us, as well 
as the Oregon FFA Alumni for providing Thurs-
day eveningõs meal.  We look forward to see-
ing everyone at Fall Conference (Silverton) and 
Summer Conference (Central Oregon) this next 

year! 

 

Joe Culley (Adrian HS) and Victor Noble (Vale 

HS) show off and manipulate amperage and volts 

with their solar panels. 

 

Teachers 

check out 

part of the 

irrigation 

district in-

frastructure 

during the 

tours. 

Don Schmidt discusses how to heat metal art 

during his metals workshop with Bryan Bozarth , 

both of Hood River Valley HS. 
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OVATA 2010-11 President Dan Jansen (l) presents 

Les Linegar (Ontario HS) with Teacher of the Year 

Jeremy Kennedy (l) presents Jared Collins 

(Sherman County) with a taste of success and 

the  Whitman Award 

Program of the Year re-

cipient Phoenix High 

School, represented by 

Rachel Kostman (m) and 

Jeremy Kennedy (r) 

Young Teacher of the Year recipient Kristina 

Haug (r), formerly of Glide High School 

Sam Herringshaw presents Scott Towery 

(Silverton) with the Ideas Unlimited Award 

OVATA   
Awards 2011 


